
March 9, 2021

The Marion County Council held its regular meeting, and Zoom Conference due to
COVID-19 on Tuesday, March 9, 2021, at 9:00 A.M. in the Marion County Council
Chambers, Administration Building, Marion, South Carolina. Members present were
Elista H. Smith Vice-Chairperson; Councilman Oscar Foxworth, Councilman Allen W,
Floyd, Councilman Thomas E. Shaw, Councilman Milton W. Troy, II. Also present were
G. Timothy Harper, Administrator; Charles L. McLain, III, County Attorney, Sabrina
Davis, Clerk to Council. A representative from the Star & Enterprise was not present
and duly notified.

Absent: John Q. Atkinson, Jr., Chairman, and Councilman Robin Turner.

Vice-Chairperson Smith called the meeting to order and asked Chaplain Allen W. Floyd
to lead the Invocation, after which she welcomed visitors and read the Freedom of
Information Announcement.

Motion was made by Councilman Foxworth, seconded by Councilman Floyd, and
carried unanimously, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on February 25,
2021.

The County Attorney told Council that there are (2) pending resolutions. Mr. McLain
stated that he is waiting on the information. Councilman Floyd reported that the Mullins
12 year and under-boys basketball all-star team won the state championship on March 6,
2021.

The County Attorney told Council that item A second reading for ordinance listed on the
agenda as follows were ready: A. Second Reading of Ordinance #2021-03 An Ordinance
to Postpone the Implementation of the Revised Assessed Values Resulting from the next
County-Wide Equalization Program.

The County Attorney told Council that item A. on the agenda; Second Reading of
Ordinance #2021-03 An Ordinance to Postpone the Implementation of the Revised
Assessed Values Resulting from the next County-Wide Equalization Program was ready.
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Motion was made by Councilman Foxworth, seconded by Councilman Floyd, and carried
unanimously, to approve second reading of Ordinance #2021-03.

There were no reports given by Committee #1 or Committee #2.

Committee #1 has a personnel matter pending.

The County Attorney had nothing to report.

Ms. Katherine Bell the HR Director appeared before Council to discuss an issue with
the library. Ms. Bell presented information regarding the library insurance billing. She
stated that the library is requesting a refund/credit of $3,966.26 for overpayment made
on the insurance billing for the month(s) of November thru December 2020 and January
thru February 2021. This amount is based upon the insurance premiums charged for
two terminated employees. Ms. Bell answered questions from members of Council. She
recommended that the library be responsible for enrolling and termination employee
coverage via EBS. It will be the library’s responsibility to inform the Personnel
Department of the changes for billing reconciliation purposes immediately. Councilman
Floyd asked the Administrator what is his recommendation. Mr. Harper recommended
that the County refund the library and change the process that in the future the library
will enroll and terminate their employees instead of the County. Motion was made by
Councilman Foxworth, seconded by Councilman Shaw, and carried unanimously.

The Administrator updated Council on the Capital Sales Tax. Mr. Harper told Council
that the County is continuing to work on the bids for the Detention Center. Mr. Harper
stated that due to the extreme amount of rain projects are on hold.

The Administrator updated Council on Disaster Preparedness. Mr. Harper provided
Council a list of COVID-19 vaccination clinics. Mr. Harper told Council that the Rescue
Care Act is providing funding to State and local governments. He stated that the money
has to be spent on projects that are tied to COVID-19.

The Administrator provided Council a flyer from the Marion County Coordinating
Council regarding free transportation for Marion County citizens.

The Administrator provided Council bid tabulations for asphalt millings. Mr. Harper told
Council that there were two bids. They are as follows: Herrington Construction Company
Inc. $21,000, and PSI of Conway, LLC $42,264. Motion was made by Councilman
Foxworth, seconded by Councilman Shaw, and carried unanimously, to award the bid to
Herrington Construction Company Inc.

Councilman Troy wanted to know about the Census count. The Administrator told
Councilman Troy that the new numbers will come in around September. Mr. Harper
reported that the County’s request regarding redistricting has been submitted.

Councilman Foxworth wanted to know the status of the Sheriff’s Department and EMS.
The Administrator told Councilman Foxworth that the County is looking at options.
Vice-Chairperson Smith gave her opinion and stated that EMS should not be located at
the new facility. Mr. Harper explained the reason EMS should be moved. He also stated
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that the Administration Building has over 20,000 square feet of space available for
expansion. Motion was made by Councilman Troy to refer to Committee #1 for further
discussion space utilization with a report within (30) days. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Shaw. (Councilman Foxworth voted against the motion). The motion
carried.

Motion was made by Councilman Foxworth, seconded by Councilman Shaw, and carried
unanimously, to go into executive session for a personnel matter.

Motion was made by Councilman Troy, seconded by Councilman Foxworth, and carried
unanimously, to close executive session and reopen the regular meeting. Vice-
Chairperson Smith stated that no action was taken during executive session called for a
personnel matter.

The Administrator asked Council’s approval to continue to look at the study on the
buildings in case the County has the opportunity to sell the Old Administration Building
and to look at options. Mr. Harper asked Council to grant the Sheriff’s Department
approval to move into the Old Pee Dee Electric facility without EMS relocating but any
changes that would occur in the Old Sheriff’s Department Building would be part of the
study to look at what to do for office space. Motion was made by Councilman Foxworth,
seconded by Councilman Shaw, and carried unanimously.

There being no further business to discuss motion was made by Councilman Troy,
seconded by Councilman Foxworth, to adjourn the meeting at approximately:10:43 A.M.

(absent)______________________ __________________________
John Q. Atkinson, Jr., Chairman Sabrina Davis, Clerk of Council


